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August 5, 1&21. 1800 

THE NOTIFIABLE DISEASES. 

PREVALENCE DURING 1920 IN STATES. 

ANTHRAX, CEREBROSPINAL MENINGITIS, DENGUE, DIPHTHERIA, GONORRHEA, 
INFLUENZA, MALARIA, MEASLES, PNEUMONIA, POLIOMYELITIS, RABIES, ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN SPOTTED FEVER, SCARLET FEVER, SEPTIC SORE THROAT, SMALLPOX, 
SYPHILIS, TUBERCULOSIS (ALL FORMS AND PULMONARY), TYPHOID FEVER, AND 
TYPHUS FEVER. 

The tables which appear on the following pages hare been com- 
piled from data furnished by the health officers of the seA r eral States. 
The data for syphilis and gonorrhea were furnished by the Division 
of Venereal Diseases of the Public Health Service. The following 
table shows the States for which morbidity and mortality data were 
received : 



Morbidity. 


Mortality. 


Morbidity. 


Mortality. 


Alabama. 


Alabama. 




Missouri.' 


Arizona. 


Arizona. 1 


Montana. 




Arkansas. 


Arkansas. 


Nebraska. 


Nebraska. 


California. 


California. 


Now Hampshire. 




Colorado. 


Colorado. 


New Jersey. 


New Jersey. 


Connecticut. 


Connecticut. 


New Mexico. 


New Mexico. 


Delaware. 


Delaware. 


New York. 


New York. 


District ot Columbia. 


District of Columbia. 


North Carolina. 


North Carolina. 


Florida. 


Florida. 


North Dakota. 


North Dakota. 


Georgia. 


Georgia. 


Ohio. 




Hawaii. 


Hawaii. 




Oklahoma. 


Idaho. 


Idaho. 


Oregon. 


OTegon. 


Illinois. 


Illinois. 


Pennsylvania. 
Porto Rico. 


Pennsylvania. 


Indiana. 


Indiana. 


Porto Rico. 


Iowa. 


Iowa. 


Rhode Island. 




Kansas. 


Kansas. 


South Carolina. 


South Carolina. 




Kentucky. 


South Dakota. 


South Dakota. 


Louisiana. 


Louisiana. 


Texas. 


Texas. 


Maine. 


Maine; 


Virginia. 


Virginia. 


Maryland. 


Maryland. 


Washington. 


Washington. 


Massachusetts. 


Massachusetts. 


West Virginia. 




Michigan. 


Michigau. 


Wisconsin. 


Wisconsin. 


Minnesota. 


Minnesota. 


Wyoming. 


Wyoming. 


Mississippi. 









1 Data not given by months. 

For the purpose of comparison with States, the data for New 
York City are given in a separate table. 

The populations given in the tables and used in computing case 
and death rates were estimated as of July 1, 1920, by using the 
returns of the United States censuses of April 15, 1910, and January 
1, 1920. 

For most of the diseases four tables are given: (1) Medians, (2) 
morbidity, (3) mortality, (4) rates. 

It is believed that the median gives a better idea of the usual 
conditions than does the arithmetical average, which has been used 
in former publications. 
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In ascertaining the medians/ data for the years 1913 to 1919, 
inclusive, were used, but for many States information was not 
available for the full seven years. The column headed "Number of 
years included" shows the number of years for which data were 
obtained. 

In comparing the figures for 1920 with the medians for preceding 
years, it should be borne in mind that an increase in the number of 
cases reported may indicate that there were more cases of the par- 
ticular disease in the State during 1920, or it may indicate that the 
cases were better reported by the physicians. 

A relatively large number of reported cases of a communicable 
disease, as indicated by a high case rate (and more especially when 
accompanied by a relatively small number of deaths, as indicated 
by a low fatality rate), usually means that the health department of 
that State is active and that the cases of the disease are being well 
reported by the practicing physicians. It does not necessarily mean 
that the disease is more prevalent in that State than in other States. 
A high fatality rate may mean that the disease was unusually viru- 
lent in a State, that the physicians did not treat the disease in that 
State with the success usual elsewhere, or that the practicing phy- 
sicians did not report all of their cases. On the other hand, an un- 
usually low fatality rate may be due to the fact that the disease in 
the State was unusually mild, that the physicians treated it with 
unusual success, that the practicing physicians reported their cases 
satisfactorily, or that the registration of deaths was incomplete, or 
the assignment of the causes of death inaccurate. 

In some instances comparatively large numbers of cases of diseases 
reported in certain States may be due to the system of reporting rather 
than to unusual prevalence of the diseases. For instance, in Missis- 
sippi physicians report some diseases monthly to the State health 
officer, giving the number of cases occurring in their practice during 
the month. This method of reporting probably is responsible, in 
part, at least, for the comparatively large number of cases of certain 
diseases reported in Mississippi. 

Summaries of reported cases and deaths from communicable 
diseases, similar to the summary here presented, have been issued by 
the United States Public Health Service for the years 1912 to 1919, 
inclusive (Reprints numbered 163, 208, 298, 345, 426, 505, 551, 
and 043). 



1 The median has been defined as the magnitude cf the middle item in an array. If the numbers of 
cases reported are arranged so that the greatest number reported in any one year is first, the second greatest 
number is second, and so on, then the number of eases in the center cf the array is the median. The 
following illustration shews the method followed when data for fiTe years are available: In a State report- 
ing 00 cases in 1915, 79 cases in 1910, 71 cases m 1917, 58 cases in 1918, and 53 cases in 1919, the median is 
CO cases. 
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Cases reported and deaths registered in New York City during tlie calendar year 1920, 
from certain diseases, irith indicated morbidity, mortality, and fatality rates. 



Anthrax: 

January 

February. . . 

March 

April 

May 

Juiie 

July 

August 

September.. 
October. . .. 
November.. 
December.. 



Cases. 



Deaths. 



Total 

Bate per 1,000 population. 
DeathsperlO0cases,12.5. 
Cerebrospinalmeningitis: 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 



Total 

Rateperl.OOOpopulation 
Deaths per 100 cases, 50.4 
Diphtheria: 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

Sept ember 

October 

November 

December 



Total 

Rate per 1,000 population 
Deaths per 100 cases, 7.4. 
Influenza: 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

•Inly 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 



Total 

Rate per 1,000 population. 
Number of cases reported 

foreachdeathregistered. 

20.0. 
Malaria: 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 



24 

0. 004 



244 
0.04 



1,492 
1,229 
1,364 
1,345 
1,308 
1,246 
817 

522 

522 

934 

1 . 535 

1,852 



14.166 
2.50 



33 559 

33, 5S0 

1,567 

212 

409 

20 

9 

12 

33 

83 

114 

246 



69. S24 
12.33 



3 
0.001 



123 
0.02 



130 

149 

136 

113 

81 

79 

41 

35 

29 

44 

86 

116 



1 , 045 
0.18 



711 

2,220 
256 

94 
62 
24 
16 
16 
15 
IS 
22 
38 



3. 492 
0.62 



Malaria— Continued. 

October 

November 

December 



Cases, i Deaths- 



Total | 53 

Rateperl.OOOpopulation.! 0.009 
Number of cases reported 

foreachdeathregisteredJ 

13.2. 
Measles: 

January. | 7. 756 

February | 7, 784 

March j 6,813 

April I 5, 777 

May j 3!922 

June | 1 , 811 

July | 354 

August j 150 

September j 67 

October | 134 

November .' ! 199 

December I 316 



Total 

Rate per 1 ,000 population . 
Deaths per 103 cases, 2.1. 
Pneumonia (all forms): 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 



35, 083 
0.19 



6, 715 

10, 44S 

1,909 

1,618 

795 

619 

25S 

257 

362 

559 

1 . 092 

1, 451 



Total 

Rate per 1 ,000 population . 
Number of cases reported 

foreach death registered 

2.6. 
Poliomyelitis: 

January 

February 

March 

April , 

May 

Jun,e 

July 

August 

September . 

October 

November 

December 



26. 083 
4.60 



Total 

Rate per 1 ,000 population . 
Deaths per 100 casos, 26.0. 
Scarlet fever: 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May , 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November. 

December 



Total 

Rate per 1,000 population 
Deaths per 100 cases, 3.4. 



154 
0. 03 



647 
568 
652 
642 
690 
429 
208 
146 
183 
388 
697 
1,277 



6. 537 
1.15 



4 
0.001 



111 

185 

125 

130 

90 

45 

14 

6 

4 

5 

3 

12 



736 
0. 13 



1,672 

3, 10S 
1,091 

883 

630 
389 

259 
202 
266 
351 
477 
667 



10. 055 
1.77 



1 
4 
1 
6 

15 



40 
0.01 



12 
21 
15 
19 
26 
16 
11 
U 
10 
14 
14 
51 



220 
0.04 
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Cases reported and deaths registered in New York City during ilic calendar year 1920, 
from certain diseases, with indicated morbidity, mortality, and fatality rates — Contd. 





Cases. 


Deaths. 




Cases. 


Deaths. 


Smallpox: 






Tuberculosis ( pul uionary )-—C on . 


I, 515 

974 

1,125 


405 


February 


2 
2 

1 

5 
6 

2 






436 


December 

Total 


443 


April 

May 






1 1, 035 


6, 165 


June 

July 


Rate per 1,000 population 

Number of cases reported for 
each death registered, 2.3. 
Typhoid fever: 


2.48 

47 
14 

25 
26 
29 
51 
78 
199 
190 
142 
92 
70 


1.09 


















7 




4 
3 






4 






April 

June 

July 


7 








Total 


25 
0.004 




r 


Bate per 1,000 population 




1 


Tuberculosis (all forms): 


679 
778 
749 
678 
664 
572 
550 
519 
471 
474 
491 
510 


15 
25 






31 






15 


April 




10 






Total 

Rate per 1,000 population 

Deaths per 100 cases, 14.1. 
Typhus fever: 


12 








July 




969 
0.17 


137 






0.02 






October ! 


















1 
3 
1 

2 




Total 




7, 135 
1.26 

590 
692 
651 
575 
573 
4S 
465 
43S 
409 






Rate per 1,000 population.. 










957 

1, 103 

1,506 

1, 255 

1,211 

1, 325 

994 

986 

t'64 






•Inly 








2 
2 




March 




May 
















July 


Total 




11 
0.002 






Rate, per 1,000 population.... 
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Minnesota. 
Montana. 
Nebraska. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 
Rhode Island. 
South Dakota. 
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